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The conversation then took another turn. J< UINM ».v ' It is amazing what ignorance of certain points one somrtiwr-. finds in men of eminence. A wit about town, who \vn>U< Latin bawdy verses, asked me, how it happened that Kii|j-land and Scotland, which were once two kingdoms, weir now one:—and Sir Fletcher Norton1 did not seem tu know that there were such publications as the Reviews,'
'The Ballad of Hardyknute9 has no great merit, if it 1«" really ancient. People talk of nature. Hut mere obviutH nature may be exhibited with very little power of mind/
On Thursday, October 19, I passed the eveninf, with him at his house. He advised me to complete a 1 Jirtionary of words peculiar to Scotland, of which I shewed him a vju-ti-men. 'Sir, (said he,) Ray has made a eolKvtiun (»f north, country words8. By collecting those: of your ruuntty, y««u will do a useful thing towards the history <>( the l.tt»;;u.i}'c.' He badxi me also go on with collections wluVh I wa-. ni.tk, ing upon the antiquities of Scotland. ' Makr a l.u<n- h«»»«k ; a folio.' BOSWKI.L. 'But of what use will it he, Sir?1 JOHNSON. 'Never mind the use; do it.1
I complained that he had not mentioned (J.trruk in hi-. •Preface to Shakspeare4; and asked him if he-did not admicr him. JOHNSON. ' Yes, as " a poor player, who iivt*. .imi struts his hour upon the stage ;"• as a .shadow V lit >s\v I u ,
sign a petition to irnpc>;u;h a Minister, awl I ri'rullt-t f ttutt in -.*»«»» ,»•» I hud subscribed it, twenty more put tht-ir tuunrn t«i SL' /'*///. ih\t, xxxv. 167.
1 See post, under March 24, 1776.
a Mr. Robert Chambers Hays that the authmtr of the tuli.it! v,-»r» Hit/ abcth Halket, wife of Sir I lenry Wartlhuv.   She dircl .ituan $ j-,•;-'.   ' Ihr ballad of Hardyknute was the first poem 1 ever riM»l,;n»l if will IH- sin-last I shall forget.'   SIR WALTKK Sour.   tVukct'n /.'»•»;,v//4 p. ,;*«s.
" John Ray publislied, in 1^74, A ('ultmiw *</'/','«,;/t\A //'•»/,/,, A-t-,, and A Collection of Kngtish Pnwrbs. In r/6H \\\v twtt \vrir |tntilir»hnl in one volume.
4 Sec Boswell's fMn'tti'x, Sept. 23, 1773,
' Life's but a walking shadow, u jK«ir pl.iyrr That struts and frets his hour upon thr Magr/
Ahttf'ftJt, art V. h«\ S.
'Hutibers to a petition for his impeachment, a friend of his, a London alderman. ' Oh ! aye,' said the alderman when asked for an explanation, 'I did sign a petition at the Royal Exchange, which they told me was for the impeachment of a Minister; I always
